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Kantaka Chaitya lies on a summit on one of the 
hills at Mihintale sacred site. It was known as 
Kiribadapavu

epoch (1st Century). When it was built it was 
much higher, probably twice as high. It has four 
Wahalkadas

Bodhisatva. One dwarf plays music while another  
walks on his hands. Some of them, with animal 
heads on their human bodies, make up a strange 

in December 1934.

Kantaka Chaitya

mountain are around the Kantaka Cheitya.

The Wahalkadas 
front and side faces of which are sculptured 

at the eastern Wahalkada, and lions, horses 
and bulls in the North, the West and the 
South. The Wahalkadas represent the 
earliest examples of Sinhala sculpture and 
its excellence.Caves

Stelae

Wahalkadas
of a Chaitya. These are mainly found in the 

They can also be seen 

Mihintale (2nd Century BCE) 
shown here. Most of 
them, built of limestone, 

of Sinhalese architecture.  


